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The purpose of this research is to suggest a recipe for knowledge and 
technology start-ups that youth, such as college students and graduate school 
students, can directly take part in. To this end, this denouement is regarded as 
one of the means to break through the serious crisis of youth unemployment 
amidst the ongoing global economic recession. 
This research was intended not only to suggest an alternative solution to the 
present problem of youth unemployment, but also to establish a proposal for the 
training and cultivating of creative and innovative start-ups that will emerge at 
the forefront of a 'Creative Economy' focused on knowledge and technology. To 
this end, the following matters were analyzed.  
 First, the concepts of ‘youth’ and ‘knowledge technology’ were defined, and 
then the present status of the youth start-ups was analyzed based on the 
KOSIS(Korean Statistical Information System) data provided by the Small and 
Medium Business Administration(SMBA). Thereafter, Korean and foreign 
theoretical perspectives on the youth start-ups were reviewed, and the direction 
of this research was sought. 
Second, the policies for youth start-ups put in place by individual ministries, 
as well as the problems therewith, were identified and synthetically assessed. 
Considering the reality that the government has promoted the diversity of 
start-ups and job creation policies, this study analyzed the effectiveness of its 
youth start-ups support policy as one of the means to expand youth 
employment. 
Third, the actual conditions of college students, professors and business 
incubator center occupants as pertains to youth knowledge and technology 
start-ups were analyzed. To this end, a survey of the actual conditions that 
focused on the general status of youth employment, the awareness of the youth 
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start-ups, start-up education, start-up activity, problems of youth employment, 
and recipes for the invigoration of the youth start-ups was conducted. 
Fourth, some of the Korean and foreign cases that could function as role 
models for the invigoration of youth knowledge and technology start-ups in 
Korea were analyzed. Based on an analysis of the actual conditions of youth 
knowledge and technology start-ups and the start-up activity support system in 
places such as Silicon Valley, US and Otaniemi, Finland that have been at the 
forefront of the second IT revolution revolving around the Smartphone, the 
implications for Korean circumstances were first derived, and then utilized to 
form policy initiatives. 
Finally, based on the foregoing analysis and implications, detailed agendas for 
invigorating youth start-ups in Korea were examined. Here, initiatives for youth 
start-ups and the invigoration of students' business incubation clubs through 
lived experience-based start-up education, successful start-up role model 
development and the expansion and buildup of an industry-academia fusion 
complex, were suggested.
